
PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
Holy God, it is indeed a privilege to gather in this place, surrounded by faithful sisters and brothers, who like me, 
are ever searching for your way in the world.  Open us to hear clearly your most gracious invitation and to boldly 
proclaim yes, knowing that you have made all things ready for the banquet.  Amen. 

 
PRELUDE:  The Gift to Be Simple    arr. Dale Wood 
 
 

GATHERING IN HIS NAME 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 106:1-6, 48) 

LEADER: Praise the LORD! O Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good: for his steadfast love endures 
forever 

PEOPLE: Who can utter the mighty doings of  the LORD, or declare all his praise?  
LEADER: Happy are those who observe justice, who do righteousness at all times. 
PEOPLE: Remember me, O LORD, when you show favor to your people: help me when you 

deliver them; 
LEADER: That I may see the prosperity of  your chosen ones, that I may rejoice in the gladness of  your 

nation, that I may glory in your heritage. 
PEOPLE: Blessed be the LORD, the God of  Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. And let all 

the people say, “Amen.”  Praise the Lord! 
 
*HYMN #207  We Have Come to Join in Worship 
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION [In Unison] 

Gracious God, forgive us for those times when we have turned away from you, when we 
have let fear and selfishness rule over our hearts.  Help us LORD to listen to your voice 
and keep You at the center of  our lives. May we be quick to respond to the needs of  those 
around us and slow to judge those we do not know. Call us to live a life worthy of  being 
called disciples of  the Crucified One, who endured all things that we might know You.  

 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

LEADER: Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ, and Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, 
Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. 

PEOPLE: Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has 
begun. In Christ we are forgiven. 

* = All who are able please stand. boldface = congregation participates 

Service for the Worship of God 
Before the service speak silently to the Lord. During the service let the Lord speak powerfully to you.  After the service speak warmly to one another! 

Our Mission is to be a community of disciples with a heart for God and hands to help others. 

October 12, 2008 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 9:00 a.m. 



*GLORIA PATRI                             (No. 813) 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 ~ Minute for Mission – Elmhurst Walk-in Ministry, Mary Mallon 
 
HEARING THE WORD 
 
CHILDREN'S MOMENT    Pastor Beth  

[Pre-School through those who have completed Kindergarten are 
dismissed to ACTIVITY TIME following the Children's Moment.] 

 
ANTHEM       Joyful Noise Ringers Handbell Choir 

Spirit Song by John Wimber  Setting by Cynthia Dobrinski 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
SCRIPTURE: Matthew 22: 1-14  (p. 24 NT in Pew Bibles) 
 
RESPONSE: 
 LEADER: This is the Word of  the Lord. 
 PEOPLE: Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON:  Accepting the Invitation    The Rev. Barb Gorsky 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
*HYMN # 575  Leaning on the Everlasting Arms 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY:   My Jesus, I Love Thee    arr. Tom Birchwood 
  
*DOXOLOGY (No. 815)   
 
COMMISSIONING OF IOWA WORK TRIP PARTICIPANTS 

CONGREGATION: Brothers and Sisters in Christ, we commission you to go to East Iowa on 
our behalf, carrying with you our compassion for all those rebuilding lives following the 
devastation of  summer rains.  Trust in the Holy Spirit to guide your work.  Depend on 
God to give you strength when you are tired, good humor in challenging moments and 
many opportunities to witness to God’s amazing grace.  With our prayers we bless 
these shawls and ask you to bless those you meet with our prayers.  Return to us with 
stories of  your own inspiration.  Go with the peace of  Jesus Christ, rejoicing in the love 
of  God and offering the compassion of  the Holy Spirit.  AMEN. 

 
JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 
  
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE     Pastor Jeff 



THE LORD'S PRAYER 
 
 

GOING FORTH TO SERVE 
 
*HYMN #794 Let All Things Now Living 
 
CHARGE TO THE CONGREGATION 
 
CHORAL BENEDICTION:  Threefold Amen 
 
POSTLUDE:   March from "Scipio"    by G.F. Handel 
  
 
LEADING IN WORSHIP 
Jane Swierenga, Lay Liturgist 
John Borland, Handbell Choir Director  
Rev. Beth Freese Dammers, Dir. of Leadership & Spiritual Development 
The Rev. Barb Gorsky, Guest Preacher 
Sean Gorsky, Sound System 
Jeff Lehn, Student Pastor 
Darlene Richards, Piano & Organ 
Tom Speers, A/V 
 
 
 
NEXT WEEK: Moses beholds the glory of  God (Exodus 33:12-23), and the scribes try and trip up Jesus 

by asking, “Should we pay taxes to Caesar?”  Hmm, that’s almost dangerously relevant (Matthew 
22:15-22).   

 


